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THE NEGRO AND THE PUBLIC

SCHOOLS-

To the Colored People in the South
The problem of providing proper

school facilities for our children is of
gravest importance to as a race
The thinking people of New York and
Massachusetts feel that a ten months
school session is necessary to fit their
hildren for life and a generous pub-
lic school system answers this demand
How much less can we afford to
our children The object of this appeal-
is to force from colored fathers and
mothers from colored men and wo-

men who feel arid think a prompt and
effective answer to this vital question

The great majority of our people
must depend upon the public schools
for all the education they will receive
Not more than one per cent of the
colored children of school age will en
ter a private or an endowed school
and upon the public school rests the
burden of educating the remaining
ninetynine per cent if indeed they
receive any education It is evident
that our progress in the industries in
business in college and industrial
school as in morality and religion will
be based upon the foundation work
done in the public schools

To fail here then to neglect our
youth in the most formative period of
their lives is to do them an irremedial
harm To speak more definitely I find
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that after careful investigation the Ne
gro children in the exslave States
are in school on an average of 107
days in the year and that only one
third of the children of school age
are in school that in North Carolina
for example the average school term
is only 68 days and that only 225
per cent of the Negro children attend
school at all I find that in thirteen-
of the former slave States 90 per cent
of the Negro children of school age
did not attend any school for as much
as six months during the year 1900
taking that year as an example-

It requires no argument then to
Prove that if these conditions control
w shall continue to be classed as an

illiterate people
With these facts before us the main

question then is What shall be done
The first answer is that we pay

and thereby aid the State
supporting the schools
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States are not supporting an effectiveschool system for our people especially im the smaller towns and rural districts The system is but little betterfor white children outside of the largecities More faultfinding with public
officials will not educate our children
In the present condition of the public
schools I would urge with all theearnestness I can summon that our
ministers teachers business men leaders parents and insist
that our people shall

1 Go before the public school au
thorities and ask for better school
facilities

2 See that all taxes especially the
poll taxes which go directly in most
States into the school fund are prompt-
ly paid

3 Cooperate in way possible
with the public schoo officials and
raise money by pr v
other methods to sui
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BOOKER T WASHINGTON

Tuskegee Ala April 25 1904

EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS

Professor Richings Shows What the
Colored People Have Done in

Forty Years of Freedom

An illustrated lecture was a feature
L

rr ant
t
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ening

at the Church of Our Father last Sun
day at 730 p m when Mr G F
Richings lectured on the Evidences of
Progress of the Colored People Since
Emancipation The lecture itself was
a gem and the one hundred

which he used on his panorama
illustrated every point he made in his
lecture Mr Richings has made a care
ful study of the colored people and
has written many valuable articles
concerning them

He has put his more than twenty
years experience in the form of a
book which is orim full of informa
tion concerning colored people and
which is beautifully illustrated He
is a pleasing speaker and is admirably
equipped for the work The

Post speaking of his lecture said
Mr Richings used hundred

stereopticon pictures to illustrate his
lecture The pictures included colored
men who are engaged bankers

doctors merchants inventors
contractors artists electricians and
founders of colleges One picture was
that of a hotel owned by W Berry at
Athens Ohio Mr Berry began busi
ness with forty dollars of borrowed
capital and he now owns a building
costing 60OOQ A cotton factory at

N C operated and owned
by colored people was also presented
Mr Richings paid high tribute to the
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True Reformers located at Rich
mond Va where they have a large
bank

The most interesting set of pictures
during the evening were those illus-
trating the work of Booker T Wash
ington of Tuskegee Ala Mr Richings
presented pictures illustrating his
school from its beginning in 1881
where the work was started without
either money or friends The school
now has 2600 acres of land with more
than a hundred buildings 150 officers
and teachers and this year enrolled
1800 students It costs about 400 a
dayMr

Richings said in closing the lec-
ture that the Negroes do not ask for
special legislation in their behalf All
they want is fair treatment and an
opportunity to earn an honest living
the basic opportunities granted to

other races in this country

HOWIARDS MEDICAL CLASS

Received Diplomas and Prepared to
Await the Course of Events

The commencement exercises of the
Medical Department of Howard Uni
sersity will be held at the First Con
gregational Church Tuesday evening
May 10 1904 large and repre-
sentative class will receive diplomas-
in medicine dentistry and pharmacy
The class in medicine numbers 36 j in
dentistry 11 and in pharmacy 15
These exercises mark an epoch in the
history of this great school and are
looked to each year as the
crowning event The following pro
gram will be rendered

Yankee Consul
Robyn Intermezzo Cupidietta To
bani March Unole Sammy Holz
man Invocation
Night Beloved Good Night Oliver
Mr Elzie S Hoffman Conferring of
degrees by Rev John Gordon D D
President of the medi
cine Patro The OPicaninnies
Laurendeau Conferring of degrees in
dentistry Characteristic In the
Cabbage Patch Logan Conferring

I

whena

forward

OvertureThe

QuartetteGood

Universityin

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

of degrees in pharmacy Valse Babes
in Toyland Charge of the
class by Prof Robert Reyburn A M
M D Two Step A Stroke of the
Pen Horet Benediction Finale
Excerpts from The Sultan of Suba
Wathall Music by Hoffmans

Mr Elzie S Hoffman Director
The graduates of this class hale from

nearly every State and territory as
well as from the Islands of the sea
Among them is Mrs Clara Smyth
Fraction who made a high per cent in
pharmacy She is the daughter of
Hon Smyth exminister to
Liberia West coast of Africa one of
the most scholarly men of the race and
Superintendent of the Virginia State
Industrial Reform School at Hanover
Va She was educated in the public
schools of Washington completing the
high and normal courses with high
honors She was appointed and taught
successfully in the public schools
here for several years until her

to Mr J M Fraction himself a
teacher Mrs Fraction took a special
course in German and literature under
Mrs Mary ChurchTerrel and has
served in the capacity of substitute in
the High Schools teaching Latin his

and English She will spend her
vacation in Hanover Va with her
parents and hopes to begin the prac
tice of her profession at an early date
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SALOONS

Fritz Reuter
Washington D C

Hotel and Restaurant
451 453 455 457 Pennsylvania Avenue

202 208 and 210 4 13 St Northwest

MOORE PRIOLEAU
Sparta Buffet and Cafe

1216 Pa Ave Washington DC
FINE WINES LIQUORS and CIGARS
Hot Free Lunch every Day Ladieswily receive special attention inDining Room upstairs

C H NAUGHTON
LIQUORS and
SEGARS

J

Harper Wilson a specialty
19r6 Fourteenth Street Noarthwese

QUALITY HOUSE
909 NW

To the enormous stock of truly
good wines and distillates free from

fusel poison there has just been
added by request

Beri Medicinal

Niza Olive Oil-

he thinnest pressing easily assimilated-
by delicate stomachs To preserve its
freshness and curative virtues im-
ported only in small 4 ounce bottles
and sold at 25 cents by the sole dis-
tributor Chris Xander 909 Seventh
Street
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Chris landers
7th St
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Jas F Keenan

RECTIFIER AND WHOLESALE
LIQUOR DEALER

Elegant Club Whiskey a Specialty
Importer of Fine Wines Brand-

ies Gins Etc
462 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest

W fl DRURYS
Restaurant

1100 20th St Corner L N W

The Porters Exchange Hotel

BROWN SMITH
Proprietors

Newly rebuilt and elegantly furnished
Meals at all Hours

Electric lights bells steam heat hot
and cold baths

High grade Wines Liquors and Cigars
The coldest Beer In the city

103 and 105 Sixth Street N W
Handsome rooms 100 up tPhone 1733 Y
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